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tenon on the side of Madame de Bourgogne, while
M. du Maine (who was generally in accord with Ma-
dame de Maintenon) was for M. de Vendome. They
concluded that the King had been led away, but that
if they held firm, his partiality for M. de Vendome, for
M. du Maine, and for bastardy in general, would bring
him round to them. In point of fact, the King was led
now one way, and now another, with a leaning always
towards M. de Vendome.

Soon after this, Chamillart, who was completely of
the party of M. de Vendome, thought fit to write a
letter to Monseigneur le Due de Bourgogne, in which
he counselled him to live on good terms with his gen-
eral. Madame de Bourgogne never forgave Chamillart
this letter, and was always annoyed with her husband
that he acted upon it. His religious sentiments in-
duced him to do so. Vendome so profited by the ad-
vances made to him by the young Prince, that he au-
daciously brought Alberoni with him when he visited
Monseigneur de Bourgogne. This weakness of Mon-
seigneur de Bourgogne lost him many friends, and
made his enemies more bold than ever. Madame de
Bourgogne, however, did not despair. She wrote to
her husband that for M. de Vendome she had more
aversion and contempt than for any one else in the
world, and that nothing would make her forget what
he had done. We shall see with what courage she
knew how to keep her word.

While the discussions upon the battle of Oudenarde
were yet proceeding, a league was formed with France
against the Emperor by all the states of Italy. The
King (Louis XIV.) accepted, however, too late, a proj-